To prepare it for use, the purified and prepared gum is placed in hot water, until sufficiently soft to be moulded into the form required and pressed into the frame, which may be "undercut" in order to hold it more securely; the whole may be repeatedly immersed in the water until it is ready for the mouth ; after being pressed sufficiently upon the gums, it must be carefully retained there from two to three minutes until it becomes hardened. To relieve the plaster cast, it is only necessary to warm the gutta percha by water, or otherwise to insure its safe delivery. The crowns of the teeth on the cast may be trimmed at discretion, to facilitate their drawing from sand, but their necks need no alteration.
Close and perfect contact of clasps can, therefore, be at once attained, saving much time and labor in adjusting to the mouth.
There are many other purposes for which this singular substance can be used with advantage. In some cases it may be excellent for temporary stoppings.
